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ADB, Centre ink pact for road revamp

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley with Takehiko Nakao, President, Asian Development Bank in a
meeting at North Block in New Delhi. File Photo. PTI  

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government of India on Monday signed a $220
million loan agreement meant to improve connectivity, transport efficiency, and safety on the State
highways of Rajasthan.

“The loan is the first tranche of the $500 million Rajasthan State Highways Investment Program,
approved by ADB Board in May this year, that will upgrade about 2,000 km of State highways and
major district roads to two-lane or intermediate-lane standards to meet road safety requirements,”
the government said in a release.

“The first tranche loan will improve about 1,000 km of State highways and major district roads,” the
release added.

“But for the medium term, we see a very solid track ahead for the Indian economy,” Lagarde said
to a question on India.
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crop insurance scheme: SC gives government six months to show results of PM's crop insurance
scheme
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Thursday gave the central government six months time to
demonstrate the gains of Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana on the ground level as it observed
that a serious issue like this could not be dealt with overnight.

The bench of Chief Justice Jagdish Singh Khehar and Justice D.Y.Chandrachud said: "We are of
the view that a serious issue like this can't be dealt with overnight, it will take time to implement it
(PMFBY)."

The top court gave six months as Attorney General K.K.Venugopal sought a year's time to see the
gains of the scheme.

Urging the court to close the matter, he said: "Why should the court interfere when government is
doing all to help the farmers."

He said the scheme that was launched just a year ago has covered 5.3 crore farmers, or 40 per
cent of the country's 12 crore farmers and covered 30% of the total crop area in the country.

However, Chief Justice Khehar refused his demand, saying: "We are not going to close the
matter."

"Whatever needs to be done has to be done, not on paper. We are not going to close. We are
keeping ourself in the loop to know what is going on. You may be doing a good thing."

Pointing out that inability to pay loans was the major cause of farmers suicide in the country, Chief
Justice Khehar said: "Inability to pay the loans is the major cause of farmers' suicide. If all of them
have been covered, then how can you say that only 40 per cent have been covered?"

At the outset of the hearing, Chief Justice Khehar called for some alternatives to address the
farmers woes observing that paying compensation to the famers was no solution.

"Don't worry about the directions, tell us what are you doing (to address the issue of farmers
suicide)," the bench said as Attorney General referred to earlier directions issued by the court.

Suggesting an insurance policy with low premium, the bench said that there must be something to
soften the impact if a farmer was not able to discharge his loan liabilities.

Asking Venugopal to tell what the government was doing and how it was doing, the bench said:
"First you decide what you are taking from the farmers. Rest will be divided between you and the
states."

Appreciating the crop insurance policy, senior counsel Colin Gonsalves appearing for the
petitioner NGO Citizens Resource and Action and Initiative (CRANTI) said that the Madhya
Pradesh and other state governments were not fixing minimum support prices and as a
consequence, the farmers were selling their agriculture produces at throw away prices.

Rejecting the government's description of the NGO's suggestions as something in the "in air", he
said that they were based on the expert reports including one by noted agriculture scientist M.S.
Swaminathan.

CRANTI is seeking compensation to the families of the debt-ridden farmers who had committed
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suicide because of serious financial difficulties.
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Thursday gave the central government six months time to
demonstrate the gains of Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana on the ground level as it observed
that a serious issue like this could not be dealt with overnight.

The bench of Chief Justice Jagdish Singh Khehar and Justice D.Y.Chandrachud said: "We are of
the view that a serious issue like this can't be dealt with overnight, it will take time to implement it
(PMFBY)."

The top court gave six months as Attorney General K.K.Venugopal sought a year's time to see the
gains of the scheme.

Urging the court to close the matter, he said: "Why should the court interfere when government is
doing all to help the farmers."

He said the scheme that was launched just a year ago has covered 5.3 crore farmers, or 40 per
cent of the country's 12 crore farmers and covered 30% of the total crop area in the country.

However, Chief Justice Khehar refused his demand, saying: "We are not going to close the
matter."

"Whatever needs to be done has to be done, not on paper. We are not going to close. We are
keeping ourself in the loop to know what is going on. You may be doing a good thing."

Pointing out that inability to pay loans was the major cause of farmers suicide in the country, Chief
Justice Khehar said: "Inability to pay the loans is the major cause of farmers' suicide. If all of them
have been covered, then how can you say that only 40 per cent have been covered?"

At the outset of the hearing, Chief Justice Khehar called for some alternatives to address the
farmers woes observing that paying compensation to the famers was no solution.

"Don't worry about the directions, tell us what are you doing (to address the issue of farmers
suicide)," the bench said as Attorney General referred to earlier directions issued by the court.

Suggesting an insurance policy with low premium, the bench said that there must be something to
soften the impact if a farmer was not able to discharge his loan liabilities.

Asking Venugopal to tell what the government was doing and how it was doing, the bench said:
"First you decide what you are taking from the farmers. Rest will be divided between you and the
states."

Appreciating the crop insurance policy, senior counsel Colin Gonsalves appearing for the
petitioner NGO Citizens Resource and Action and Initiative (CRANTI) said that the Madhya
Pradesh and other state governments were not fixing minimum support prices and as a
consequence, the farmers were selling their agriculture produces at throw away prices.

Rejecting the government's description of the NGO's suggestions as something in the "in air", he
said that they were based on the expert reports including one by noted agriculture scientist M.S.
Swaminathan.

CRANTI is seeking compensation to the families of the debt-ridden farmers who had committed
suicide because of serious financial difficulties.
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Minister of Food Processing Industry laid foundation stone for First Maize Based Mega Food Park
in Kapurthala, Punjab
Minister of Food Processing Industry laid foundation stone for First Maize Based Mega
Food Park in Kapurthala, Punjab

Shri Harsimrat Kaur Badal, Union Minister of Food Processing Industry laid the foundation stone
for First Maize based Mega Food Park in Kapurthala, Punjab today. Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti, Minister
of State for Food Processing was also present on the occasion.
 
Speaking on the occasion Shri Harsimrat Kaur Badal said that Maize is an amazing cereal and is
an alternate to Jhona (paddy) and Kanak (wheat). Maize is rich in protein, provides nutritional
requirements that India needs and Maize consumes much lesser water and could contain the
problem of further water depletion. The Mega Food Park is being developed by Sukhjit Mega Food
park & Infra Limited at village Rehana Jattan, Phagwara, District Kapurthala, Punjab.  She also
said that Kapurthala has been declared as a Dark Zone district where slow desertification is
happening because of overexploitation of water due to cash crops. So establishment of this Mega
Food Park was not allowed. Since this would be a maize based Mega Food Park which will
promote crop diversification and water conservation, Smt Harsimrat Kaur Badal informed that her
ministry made special efforts to get this Mega Food Park approved from Ministry of Water
Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation. Establishment of this Mega Food Park
will result in the development of this Dark Zone which includes Job opportunities, Environmental
Conservation, she added.
 
Smt Harsimrat Kaur Badal also said that there is an urgent need to turn to Maize and our
government would relentlessly work to make Maize as the third viable staple crop of Punjab after
Wheat and Rice and growing of maize with enhanced quality of seeds. A Maize based Food Park
is like putting an engine to the cart so that cultivation of maize grows leaps and bounds.
Highlighting the new flagship scheme “KISAN SAMPADA YOJANA”, Minister of Food Processing
Industries said that with the aim of making every farmer a Food Processor also, this scheme has
been designed where farmers can also set up big or small food processing units and marketing
units. She also said that enterprises willing to set up maize based food processing units in Sukhjit
Mega Food Park would get loan from NABARD at affordable rates. She also thanked the state
government for extending support for the establishment of the Mega Food Park.
 
 
Background:
Maize Based Mega Food Park is the first major and serious step in the history of India for
containing the desertification problem of Punjab and would make farmers turn to maize cultivation
which need less water for more production. Maize is being used by different industries for seed,
starch, brewery, food additives, sweeteners etc and it is also a basic raw material to thousands of
industrial products like oil, proteins, pharmaceutical, cosmetics, beverages, film, textile, gum, value
added foods, paper industries, bio-ethanol etc.
 
The Mega Food Park will leverage an additional investment of about Rs.250 crores in 25-30 food
processing units in the park and generate turnover of Rs.450-500 crores annually. The Park will
provide direct and indirect employment to 5,000 persons and benefit about 25,000 farmers.
 
Set up in an area of 55 acres, the first Maize based Park is being built with an investment of Rs.
123.7 crores with a grant of Rs.50 crores by Union Food Processing Industries Ministry to have
Multipurpose Cold Storage of 3, 000 Metric tonnes, Individually Quick Frozen (IQF) and Deep
Freezer 1 Metric Tonne/Hour capacity, Sorting and Grading Yard of 2,000 sqm and Food Testing
Lab.  In addition to that promoter is also set up an Anchor Unit with an investment of Rs.105 crores
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for Maize Processing with an installed grinding capacity of 500 Metric Tonnes a day.

*******
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What is the G20 and how does it work?

The Group of Twenty (G20) is an international forum that brings together the world's 20 leading
industrialised and emerging economies. The group accounts for 85 per cent of world GDP and
two-thirds of its population.

Much of the important business takes place on the sidelines and in informal meetings.

Initially attendance at G20 summits was limited to the finance ministers and central bank
governors of members when it was established 17 years ago. 

But since an inaugural meeting between G20 leaders in Washington DC following the collapse of
Lehman Brothers in 2008, summits between G20 leaders themselves have become an annual
event. 

The first G20 summit occurred in Berlin, in December 1999, and was hosted by the German and
Canadian finance ministers. 

Since then there have been 20 G20 meetings between finance ministers and central bank
governors, and 11 summits between heads of state or government of G20 economies.

The next summit of G20 leaders is scheduled for Hamburg, Germany, on July 7-8 2017.

After the last summit in China, Germany assumed the G20 presidency in December 2016.
Although Berlin hosted ministerial-level G20 meetings in 1999 and 2004, the Hamburg event will
be the first time Germany has hosted G20 heads of government.

It's expected to be dominated by climate change discussions and it will also be Donald Trump's
first meeting with Russian president Vladimir Putin since his election as US president.

Theresa May, France’s Emmanuel Macron and Canada’s Justin Trudeau will also be in
attendance.

The G20 is made up of:

The final member is the European Union, represented by the European Commission, rotating
Council presidency and the European Central Bank (ECB). Spain as a permanent non-member
invitee also attends leader summits.

Other countries also attend summits at the invitation of the host country, while it  has become
customary for the Chair of ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) and representatives
of the African Union and NEPAD (New Partnership for Africa’s Development) to be present at
leader summits.

Meetings tend to occur on an annual basis; however leaders met twice a year in 2009 and 2010,
when the global economy was in crisis. 

Next year, Buenos Aires will host the gathering as Argentina becomes the first South American
nation to host a G20.

Fearing deadlock in a larger decision-making body, not all countries are invited to the G20.



crackIAS.com

crackIAS.com

The Group of Eight (G8), established as the G7 in 1976 but renamed after the admission of Russia
in 1998, is an international forum for the eight major industrial economies. It comprises: Canada,
France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, the United Kingdom and the United States.

However, since 2014 Russian membership has been suspended following the country’s
annexation of Crimea.

The G8 seeks cooperation on economic issues facing the major industrial economies, while the
G20 reflects the wider interests of both developed and emerging economies.

The G20 has no permanent staff of its own and its chairmanship rotates annually between nations
divided into regional groupings. 

Germany currently holds the presidency, with Argentina to take over in 2018. Hosting the summit
is an opportunity to set the agenda and lead discussions.

In 2009, when the UK held a special spring summit, then prime minister Gordon Brown
orchestrated a deal in which world leaders agreed on a $1.1 trillion injection of financial aid into the
global economy. The “historic” deal was widely viewed as a success.

There are no formal votes or resolutions on the basis of fixed voting shares or economic
criteria. However, the lines of informal influence in the organisation trace those of major power
politics.

Former US President Barack Obama dominated the 2014 Brisbane summit, placing climate
change at the top of the agenda, despite the reluctance of host nation Australia’s prime
minister Tony Abbott to allow the issue such pride of place.

 

The G20 is made up of:

The final member is the European Union, represented by the European Commission, rotating
Council presidency and the European Central Bank (ECB). Spain as a permanent non-member
invitee also attends leader summits.

Other countries also attend summits at the invitation of the host country, while it  has become
customary for the Chair of ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) and representatives
of the African Union and NEPAD (New Partnership for Africa’s Development) to be present at
leader summits.

Meetings tend to occur on an annual basis; however leaders met twice a year in 2009 and 2010,
when the global economy was in crisis. The last meeting between finance ministers and central
bank governors was held in Chengdu, China, in July 2016.

But since an inaugural meeting between G20 leaders in Washington DC following the collapse of
Lehman Brothers in 2008, summits between G20 leaders themselves have become an annual
event. 

The first G20 summit occurred in Berlin, in December 1999 and was hosted by the German and
Canadian finance ministers. 

Since then there have been 18 G20 meetings between finance ministers and central bank
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governors, and 10 summits between heads of state or government of G20 economies.

The next summit of G20 leaders is scheduled for Hangzhou, China, from 4-5 September 2016. It is
the first to be hosted by China, only the second in Asia, and has been hailed as a “milestone” in
the country’s development and symbolic of its growing importance as a major power.

The Group of Twenty (G20) is an international forum that brings together the world's leading
industrialised and emerging economies. The group accounts for 85 per cent of world GDP and
two-thirds of its population.

Much of the important business takes place on the sidelines and in informal meetings.

Initially attendance at G20 summits was limited to the finance ministers and central bank
governors of members, when it was established 17 years ago. 

The G20 has no permanent staff of its own and its chairmanship rotates annually between nations
divided into regional groupings. 

China holds the chairmanship in 2016, with Germany to take over in 2017, and India the year
after. Hosting the summit is an opportunity to set the agenda and lead discussions.

In 2009, when the UK held a special spring summit, former Prime Minister Gordon Brown
orchestrated a deal in which world leaders agreed on a $1.1 trillion injection of financial aid into the
global economy. The “historic” deal was widely viewed as a success.

There are no formal votes or resolutions on the basis of fixed voting shares or economic
criteria. However, the lines of informal influence in the organisation trace those of major power
politics.

US President Barack Obama dominated the 2014 Brisbane summit, placing climate change at the
top of the agenda, despite the reluctance of host nation Australia’s then Prime Minister Tony
Abbott to allow the issue such pride of place.

 

Fearing deadlock in a larger decision-making body, not all countries are invited to the G20.

The Group of Eight (G8), established as the G7 in 1976 but renamed after the admission of Russia
in 1998, is an international forum for the eight major industrial economies. It comprises: Canada,
France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, the United Kingdom and the United States.

However since 2014 Russian membership has been suspended following the country’s annexation
of Crimea.

The G8 seeks cooperation on economic issues facing the major industrial economies, while the
G20 reflects the wider interests of both developed and emerging economies.

© Telegraph Media Group Limited 2017
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Cabinet approves SASEC Road Connectivity Investment Program - Tranche 2
Cabinet approves SASEC Road Connectivity Investment Program - Tranche 2

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra

Modi has given its approval for upgradation and widening of 65 kms of Imphal-Moreh

Section of NH-39 in Manipur at a cost of Rs. 1630.29 crores.

Manipur being a landlocked state with almost 90% of the area under difficult terrain

presently has only road transport as a means of mass transport system within the state.

Hence development of the road infrastructure is of paramount importance to improve

connectivity and progress of the State and to ensure that the administrative set up

reaches the isolated and remote habitats. The project will improve connectivity between

Imphal with the eastern part of the state. Based on the existing and projected traffic

requirements the NH-39 will be widened to 4 lane between Lilong village and Wanginj

village, while the stretch between Wanginj village to Khongkhang will be upgraded to 2

lane with paved shoulder.

The project is being developed with ADB's loan assistance under the South Asian Sub-

Regional Economic Cooperation (SASEC) Road Connectivity Investment Program which

aims at upgradation of road infrastructure in Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal and India (BBIN)

in order to improve the regional connectivity among BBIN nations. The project corridor is

also a part of the Asian Highway No. 01 (AH01) and acts as India's Gateway to the East.

Thus trade, commerce and tourism in the region will get a boost.

Background

For fulfilling India's "Look East" Policy and to promote and enhance trade link with South

East Asia, the Government of India has notified an Integrated Custom Post (ICP) at

Moreh. The development of this project is essential in order to support the increased

traffic volume due to coming up of ICP. The workers of Manipur who specialize in

creating bamboo and wood based handicraft items and uniquely designed hand woven

textile items will get a new market among the Myanmar's customers. Small scale

industries such as those making farm implements and tools, stationery, plastic extrusion

items, carpentry units, could also develop markets beyond the border.

Besides socio-economic development the project will also lead to reduction in average

travel time along the project road by nearly 40%. In addition, the new features of road
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safety namely vehicular underpasses, crash barriers, road signs & markings, service

roads for segregation of slow and high moving traffic, truck lay-by, bus-bays etc. will help

in greatly reducing accidents. Improved highway and lesser travel time will lead to

savings in terms of fuel cost.

AKT/VBA
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Cabinet approves establishment of the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), South Asia
Regional Center (ISARC) at campus of National Seed Research and Training Center (NSRTC) in
Varanasi
Cabinet approves establishment of the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), South
Asia Regional Center (ISARC) at campus of National Seed Research and Training Center
(NSRTC) in Varanasi

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
establishment of the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), South Asia Regional
Center (ISARC) at campus of National Seed Research and Training Center (NSRTC) in
Varanasi.

Under the proposal, a Centre of Excellence in Rice Value Addition (CERVA) will be set
up in Varanasi. This will include a modern and sophisticated laboratory with capacity to
determine quality and status of heavy metals in grain and straw. The Centre will also
undertake capacity building exercises for stakeholders across the rice value chain.

This Center will be the first international Center in the eastern India and it will play a
major role in harnessing and sustaining rice production in the region. It is expected to be
a boon for food production and skill development in the eastern India and similar
ecologies in other South Asian and African countries.

Benefits from ISARC

The Centre will help in utilizing the rich biodiversity of India to develop special rice
varieties. This will help India to achieve higher per hectare yields and improved nutritional
contents. India's food and nutritional security issues will also be addressed. The Centre
will support in adopting value chain based production system in the country. This will
reduce wastage, add value and generate higher income for the farmers. The farmers in
Eastern India will benefit in particular, besides those in South Asian and African
countries.

Management of ISARC

ISARC will operate under the governance of the IRRI Board of Trustees who will appoint
an appropriate IRRI staff member as Director. A Coordination Committee will be headed
by Director General, IRRI as Chair and Secretary, Government of India, Department of
Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers Welfare (DACFW) as Co-Chair. The other
members of Coordination Committee are Deputy Director General (Crop Sciences),
ICAR; Director, NSRTC; IRRI representative in India, representative of Government of
UP and representatives of Governments of Nepal & Bangladesh and Private Sector.

For setting up of the Centre, A Memorandum of Agreement, will be signed between
DAC&FW and IRRI, Philippines. The Department of DAC&FW will provide physical space
for laboratories, offices, training classes, etc. with associated infrastructure and land at
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NSRTC, Varanasi. The Centre will be commissioned within six months.

AKT/VBA
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India ranks 116 out of 157 nations on SDG index
UNITED NATIONS: India is ranked 116 out of 157 nations on a global index that assesses the
performance of countries towards achieving the ambitious sustainable development goals (SDGs).

The SDG Index and Dashboards Report produced by the Sustainable Development Solutions
Network (SDSN) and the Bertelsmann Stiftung shows that world leaders need to strengthen their
joint efforts to realise the 17 global goals.

"Not only does a rising trend of nationalism and protectionism impede the implementation of the
goals, but as the report shows, industrialised countries are not serving as role models," the report
added.

It said many of the richest countries in the world are nowhere near achieving the global policy
objectives but also deteriorate the implementation process for poorer countries because of
negative spillover effects.

India is ranked 116th on the index with a score of 58.1, behind countries such as Nepal, Iran, Sri
Lanka, Bhutan and China. Pakistan is ranked 122.

The report said that the countries which are closest to fulfilling the goals are not the biggest
economies but comparably small, developed countries.

Sweden leads the list, followed by Denmark and Finland. Among the G7 countries, only Germany
and France can be found among the top ten performers. The United States ranks 42nd on the
Index, while Russia and China rank 62nd and 71st respectively.

"One of the greatest obstacles to achieving the global goals for high-income countries are poor
performances regarding sustainable consumption and production. All countries that score lowest
on electronic-waste generation, for example, are high-income countries," it said.

Bertelsmann Stiftung chairman and CEO Aart De Geus said the report's findings show that
politicians, businesses and society altogether must urgently intensify their efforts and commit
themselves to this agenda.

"SDG Index and Dashboards highlight the need for urgent action on the part of G20 countries in
making sustainable development a reality both within and beyond their borders. If the world is to
achieve the SDGs, all countries must take up the goals as part of their national development
strategies, and ensure that they take responsibility for their impact on the rest of the world," said
Jeffrey D Sachs, Director of the SDSN.

The SDG Index and Dashboard collect available data for 157 countries to assess where each
country stands in 2017 with regard to achieving the SDGs.

The SDG Index ranks countries based on their performance across the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals.
UNITED NATIONS: India is ranked 116 out of 157 nations on a global index that assesses the
performance of countries towards achieving the ambitious sustainable development goals (SDGs).

The SDG Index and Dashboards Report produced by the Sustainable Development Solutions
Network (SDSN) and the Bertelsmann Stiftung shows that world leaders need to strengthen their
joint efforts to realise the 17 global goals.
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"Not only does a rising trend of nationalism and protectionism impede the implementation of the
goals, but as the report shows, industrialised countries are not serving as role models," the report
added.

It said many of the richest countries in the world are nowhere near achieving the global policy
objectives but also deteriorate the implementation process for poorer countries because of
negative spillover effects.

India is ranked 116th on the index with a score of 58.1, behind countries such as Nepal, Iran, Sri
Lanka, Bhutan and China. Pakistan is ranked 122.

The report said that the countries which are closest to fulfilling the goals are not the biggest
economies but comparably small, developed countries.

Sweden leads the list, followed by Denmark and Finland. Among the G7 countries, only Germany
and France can be found among the top ten performers. The United States ranks 42nd on the
Index, while Russia and China rank 62nd and 71st respectively.

"One of the greatest obstacles to achieving the global goals for high-income countries are poor
performances regarding sustainable consumption and production. All countries that score lowest
on electronic-waste generation, for example, are high-income countries," it said.

Bertelsmann Stiftung chairman and CEO Aart De Geus said the report's findings show that
politicians, businesses and society altogether must urgently intensify their efforts and commit
themselves to this agenda.

"SDG Index and Dashboards highlight the need for urgent action on the part of G20 countries in
making sustainable development a reality both within and beyond their borders. If the world is to
achieve the SDGs, all countries must take up the goals as part of their national development
strategies, and ensure that they take responsibility for their impact on the rest of the world," said
Jeffrey D Sachs, Director of the SDSN.

The SDG Index and Dashboard collect available data for 157 countries to assess where each
country stands in 2017 with regard to achieving the SDGs.

The SDG Index ranks countries based on their performance across the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals.
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When too much is too little - OPINION

When Prime Minister Narendra Modi brought up the issue of food wastage on his ‘Mann Ki Baat’
programme about two months ago, he endorsed a valid point when he asked people not to waste
food. Though he raised an extremely critical issue of national importance, he could also have used
the occasion to propose some government-led mechanism to handle it.

He was right to an extent when he linked food wastage to people’s behaviour. However, there are
wastages which happen in any case due to food’s perishability and the absence of an effective
distribution mechanism and legal framework. Looking at the scale of problems, it is wise to frame a
comprehensive strategy by combining the efforts of the government and private sectors and civil
society. The government can create a time-bound task force under Niti Aayog, with experts from
different sectors, to frame a national policy to tackle this gigantic issue, which can recommend the
legal framework to support initiatives to reduce food loss and waste. As a nation, we need to give
priority to tackling this issue so that we can handle the social, economic and environmental ill-
effects of wastage of food.

One third of food wasted

According to the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), “One third of food produced for human
consumption is lost or wasted globally, which amounts to about 1.3 billion tons per year.” It also
states: “Food is lost or wasted throughout the supply chain, from initial agricultural production to
final household consumption.” The losses, it says, represent “a waste of resources used in
production such as land, water, energy and inputs, increasing the green gas emissions in vain”.

Food wastage has multiple socio-economic and environmental impacts. In a country like India, not
only is food scarce for many poor families, it is a luxury for many others. Though hunger cannot be
tackled directly by preventing food wastage, a substantial amount of food that is wasted in our
country can feed many hungry people. India ranked 97th among 118 countries in the Global
Hunger Index for 2016. About 20 crore people go to bed hungry and 7,000 people die of hunger
every day; wastage of food is not less than a social delinquency. According to one estimate, 21
million tonnes of wheat are wasted in India every year. A recent study by the Indian Institute of
Management, Calcutta, revealed that only 10% of food is covered by cold storage facilities in
India. This, coupled with poor supply-chain management, results in significant wastage, both at
pre- and post-harvest stages, of cereals, pulses, fruits and vegetables.

The wastage of food entails loss of considerable amount of resources in the form of inputs used
during production. For example, 25% of fresh water and nearly 300 million barrels of oil used to
produce food are ultimately wasted.

The increasing wastage also results in land degradation by about 45%, mainly due to
deforestation, unsustainable agricultural practices, and excessive groundwater extraction.
Wastage results in national economic loss. To put a monetary value to the loss in terms of
wastage, India loses Rs. 58,000 crore every year, to quote The CSR Journal .

The energy spent over wasted food results in 3.3 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide production every
year. Decay also leads to harmful emission of other gases in the atmosphere; for instance,
decaying of rice produces methane. Food waste emissions have a major impact on climate
change and result in greater carbon footprint.

Laws to encourage donation
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Many countries have legislation providing for global best practices, such as the 1996 Bill Emerson
Good Samaritan Act in the U.S., which was intended to encourage donation of food and grocery
products that meet quality and labelling standards by protecting the donor and the recipient
agency against liability, except in the case of gross negligence and/or intentional misconduct.
France has taken a lead by becoming the first country in the world to ban supermarkets from
destroying unsold food, forcing them instead to donate it to charities or food banks or send it to the
farmers to be used as fertilisers in crop production.

In India, there are many civil society, private sector and community initiatives aimed at distributing
food among the poor. The government is also committed to securing availability of food grains for
two-thirds of the 1.3 billion population, under the National Food Security Act, 2013. While securing
food for all or feeding them through such initiatives is important, addressing wastage of food in all
forms is equally critical to complete the cycle of food sufficiency and food sustainability. There are
initiatives such as India Food Banking Network (IFBN), which is promoting the concept of
collaborative consumption with support from the private sector and civil society organisations.
Such initiatives, creating networks and channels of distribution between those who have surplus
food and those who are in need of them, are necessary.

The government needs to do more and should play a larger facilitating role. The Prime Minister’s
call to the nation needs to be followed up with further interventions. There is an urgent need to
understand the complexity of the problem and then to devise a national-level strategy to combat it
so that surplus of food can be turned into an advantage instead of resulting in wastage. Hunger
and food wastage are two sides of the coin. The cycle of hunger cannot be broken without
channelising the wasted food to help the needy. Without stopping wastage of food, we cannot do
justice to millions of hungry people, our economy and the planet.

Sanjay Kumar is the India Country Director of Harvard South Asia Institute. Views are personal
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Does a minimum wage kill jobs?

The Union Cabinet is expected to approve a bill that, among other things, mandates a universal
minimum wage. The code empowers the Centre to set a minimum wage to help poor, unskilled
workers earn more. Economists, however, have warned for long that price floors prevent the
available supply of goods from being fully sold. So, the minimum wage would logically hurt
workers by increasing unemployment. But such logic has been questioned since a famous 1993
study by David Card and Alan B. Krueger that made the case that a rise in the minimum wage in
New Jersey actually decreased unemployment.

Since then, a flurry of studies has concluded that a minimum wage has either no, or very little,
negative effect on employment. For instance, “Seattle’s Minimum Wage Experience 2015-16”, a
2017 study by researchers at the University of California Berkeley, found that since the city raised
its minimum wage in 2015, unemployment dropped from 4.3% to 3.3%.

Do we need a minimum wage law?

Another paper, “Do Lower Minimum Wages for Young Workers Raise their Employment?”, by
Claus Thustrup Kreiner, Daniel Reck, and Peer Ebbesen Skov, found that employment among the
youth in Denmark decreased by one-third when they attained the age at which their minimum
wage increases by 40%. Other economists have found similar evidence suggesting that a
minimum wage increases unemployment.

Given such contradictory empirical findings, some say it may be wise to trust age-old economic
wisdom. The minimum wage increases unemployment, except when it is set below the market
price for labour; or only marginally higher, in which case the minimum wage enhances the
bargaining power of workers. But figuring out, and also periodically adjusting, the wage rate at
which the worker benefits is often impractical.

Consider that even when it looks like the minimum wage has no negative effect on employment, it
can have other unintended effects. Companies, for example, instead of firing workers, may employ
them for fewer hours, which in turn will affect the quality of their services. In fact, “Minimum Wage
and Restaurant Hygiene Violation”, a 2017 paper by Subir K. Chakrabarti, Srikant Devaraj, and
Pankaj C. Patel, found that hygiene violations by restaurants increased significantly after a rise in
the minimum wage as the restaurants tried to cut down on cleaning-staff expenses.

The new U.S. Fed Chairman is unlikely to opt for policies that might upset the President’s plan
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GM mustard policy: SC gives govt. time

The government on Monday informed the Supreme Court that a policy decision on the commercial
release of the Genetically Modified (GM) mustard crop is yet to be finalised.

The Centre said it was poring through the various suggestions on and objections to the
commercial rollout of the GM crops.

A Bench, led by Chief Justice of India J.S. Khehar and Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, granted the
government one week to report back on when the policy would be finalised. It said the policy
should be good-intentioned and well-informed.

The court had on October 17, 2016, extended the stay on the commercial release of the GM
mustard until further orders. It had asked the Centre to collect public opinion before the release.

The government had assured the court that there would be no commercial release of GM seeds till
the views of the public were collected and placed before the appraisal committee.

Sowing without safety

The hearing was conducted on the basis of a petition filed by activist Aruna Rodrigues, who had
alleged that the government was sowing GM seeds without the relevant tests.

Mustard is one of India’s most important winter crops, sown between mid-October and late
November.

Advocate Prashant Bhushan, appearing for Ms. Rodrigues, alleged the government was sowing
the seeds in various fields and that the bio-safety dossier, which has to be made public by putting
it on the website, had not yet been done.

Says BJP will campaign against corruption, law and order problems and lack of development work
in Himachal Pradesh

The process of holding the requisite Board Meetings and Shareholder Meetings has been
completed in phases in September 2017.

Ruben George is staying at Ram Nath Kovind’s house at Kalyanpur, near Kanpur

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

www.thehindu.com 2017-7-19

Get real on Swachh: on manual scavenging

Despite the most stringent penal provisions in the law against manual scavenging, it continues in
parts of India. The recent order of the Madras High Court asking the Centre and the Tamil Nadu
government to ensure the strict enforcement of the Prohibition of Employment as Manual
Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013, in the wake of the death of 30 people engaged in
the activity in the State in recent years, points to the malaise. Evidently, the vigorous national
campaign for the rehabilitation of those engaged to manually clean insanitary latrines, and urban
structures into which human excreta flows without sewerage, has been unable to break
governmental indifference and social prejudice. Manual scavenging persists mainly because of the
continued presence of insanitary latrines, of which there are about 2.6 million that require cleaning
by hand, according to the activist organisation, Safai Karmachari Andolan. In spite of a legal
obligation to do so, State governments are not keen to demolish and rebuild old facilities lacking
sanitation, or conduct a full census of both the latrines and the people engaged in clearing such
waste. The Central government, which directly runs the self-employment scheme for the
rehabilitation of these workers, has reduced funds from 448 crore in the 2014-15 budget to 5 crore
this year. High allocation in the past has not meant substantial or effective utilisation. This is
incongruous, as sanitation is high on the agenda of the NDA government, and the Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan is one of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s favourite programmes, to which the public was
contributing a cess.

The ugly truths of manual scavenging

A determined approach to end the scourge requires a campaign against social prejudice that
impedes solutions in two ways. Many communities still regard the inclusion of a sanitary toilet as
ritual and physical pollution of the house, and even the less conservative are ready to accept only
large, expensive and unscientific structures much bigger than those recommended by the WHO.
More pernicious is the entrenched belief in the caste system, that assumes Dalits will readily
perform the stigmatised task of emptying latrines. Clearly, the law on punishment exists only on
paper. Change now depends on the willingness of the courts to fix responsibility on State
governments, and order an accurate survey of the practice especially in those States that claim to
have no insanitary latrines or manual scavenging. Raising the confidence level among those
engaged in manual cleaning is vital; even official data show their reluctance to take up self-
employment. Empowerment holds the key to change, but that would depend on breaking caste
barriers through education and economic uplift. Compensation sanctioned for the families of those
who died in the course of the humiliating and hazardous work should be paid immediately; only a
fraction of those with verified claims have received it.

An earlier version of this editorial had stated that a cess is being levied for the Swach Bharat
Abhiyan. The cess is not being levied anymore. The error is regretted.

Rajasthan’s ordinance shields the corrupt, threatens the media and whistle-blowers
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Think beyond loan waivers

Valuing the produce: A farmer carrying his harvested paddy on a buffalo cart in Mayong village in
Morigaon district, Assam.  

Indian agriculture is characterised by low scale and low productivity. About 85% of the operational
landholdings in the country are below 5 acres and 67% farm households survive on an average
landholding of one acre. More than half of the area under cultivation does not have access to
irrigation. Agriculture income generated at average size of landholding is not adequate to meet
farmers’ needs.

The problem is exacerbated by weather and market risks. According to the latest National Sample
Survey on Situation Assessment Survey of Agricultural Households (NSS-SAS), 13.9% farm
households experienced negative return from crop production during 2012-13. Non-farm income
comprised 40% of the income of farm households, but access to non-farm sources of income is
highly skewed as about 40% of farm households reported zero income from such sources.

Modern agriculture requires investment in farm machinery and use of purchased inputs like seed,
fertiliser, agri-chemicals, diesel and hired labour. Most often, savings generated from
unremunerative crop enterprise are inadequate for such investments. Rising expenses on health,
education, social ceremonies and non-food items put additional financial demand on farm families.
Consequently, majority of the farmers have to take loans from institutional or non-institutional
sources or both. The share of institutional loans disbursed during a year to agriculture and allied
sectors has risen from 8.9% of the value of output in 2000-01 to 31.4% in 2015-16.

The lowdown on farm loan waivers

The amount of short-term institutional loans for agriculture exceeds the total cost of inputs
including hired labour at an all-India level and in many States. This indicates that a part of crop
loans is likely spent on non-agricultural purposes. A more worrisome fact out of NSS surveys on
Investment and Debt (NSS-I&D) is that the loans taken by cultivators from non-institutional
sources, which involve high interest rate, is rising faster than from institutional sources. These
indicators point to a worrying development — much of the growth in household demand in rural
India has been debt-ridden and not supported by growth in income.

Recently a few States like Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Punjab and Karnataka have responded to
farm distress by rolling out farm loan waiver schemes as a measure of immediate relief to those
farmers who qualify certain criteria. The demand for such measures is spreading to other States
too.

The ultimate goal of farm loan waiver is to lessen the debt burden of distressed and vulnerable
farmers and help them qualify for fresh loans. The success of the loan waiver lies on the extent to
which the benefits reach the needy farmers. Loan waivers suffer from several drawbacks in this
respect. First, it covers only a tiny fraction of farmers. According to 2012-13 NSS-SAS, 48% of the
agricultural households did not have any outstanding loan.

Further, out of the indebted agricultural households, about 39% borrowed only from non-
institutional sources. The farmers investing from their own savings and those borrowing from non-
institutional sources are equally vulnerable to weather and market risks. But all such households
are outside the purview of loan waiver.

Farm loan waiver may dent State finances, risk slippage: Fitch Ratings
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Second, it provides only a partial relief to the indebted farmers as about half of the institutional
borrowing of a cultivator is for non-farm purposes. Third, in many cases, one household has
multiple loans either from different sources or in the name of different family members, which
entitles it to multiple loan waiving. Fourth, loan waiving excludes agricultural labourers who are
even weaker than cultivators in bearing the consequences of economic distress. Fifth, it severely
erodes the credit culture, with dire long-run consequences to the banking business. Sixth, the
scheme is prone to serious exclusion and inclusion errors, as evidenced by the Comptroller and
Auditor General’s (CAG) findings in the Agricultural Debt Waiver and Debt Relief Scheme, 2008.

According to the CAG report, 13.46% of the accounts which were actually eligible for the benefits
under the scheme were not considered by the lending institutes while preparing the list of eligible
farmers. On the other hand, in 8.5% of the cases, the beneficiaries were not eligible for either debt
waiver or debt relief but were granted the benefits. Further, 34.28% of the beneficiaries were not
issued debt relief certificates which would have entitled them to fresh loans. Beside these errors in
implementation, the loan waiver as a concept excludes most of the farm households in dire need
of relief and includes some who do not deserve such relief on economic grounds.

Apart from above drawbacks, such schemes have serious implications for other developmental
expenditure, having a much larger multiplier effect on the economy. For instance, loan waiver may
cost Uttar Pradesh at least 36,000 crore, which is 4.4 times the State’s capital expenditure of
8,191 crore (Budget estimate) in agriculture, including irrigation and flood management, in 2016-
17. A similar amount spent on improvement of agriculture infrastructure and other developmental
activities would create a base for future growth and development of the sector.

It appears that loan waiving can provide a short-term relief to a limited section of farmers; it has a
meagre chance of bringing farmers out of the vicious cycle of indebtedness. There is no concrete
evidence on reduction in agrarian distress following the first spell of all-India farm loan waiver in
2008. In the longer run, strengthening the repayment capacity of the farmers by improving and
stabilising their income is the only way to keep them out of distress.

For providing immediate relief to the needy farmers, a more inclusive alternative approach is to
identify the vulnerable farmers’ based on certain criteria and give an equal amount as financial
relief to the vulnerable and distressed families. For instance, in Uttar Pradesh 23.2% (41.87 lakh)
agricultural households (180.49 lakh) are estimated to have income below poverty line. With
36,000 crore, each of these households can be given 85,980. This looks to be a more inclusive
approach and provides farmers flexibility to spend this money.

In our view, the sustainable solution to indebtedness and agrarian distress is to raise income from
agricultural activities and enhance access to non-farm sources of income. The low scale of farms
necessitates that some cultivators move from agriculture to non-farm jobs. Improved technology,
expansion of irrigation coverage, and crop diversification towards high-value crops are appropriate
measures for raising productivity and farmers’ income. All these require more public funding and
support and there is a danger of these getting adversely affected by resources diverted towards
loan waiver. Another major source of increase in farmers’ income is remunerative prices for farm
produce. This requires removal of old regulations and restrictions on agriculture to enable creation
of a liberalised environment for investment, trading and marketing. Agrarian distress and farmers’
income will be addressed much better if States undertake and sincerely implement long-pending
reforms in the agriculture sector with urgency.

Ramesh Chand is Member and S.K. Srivastava an Agricultural Economist with the NITI Aayog.
Views expressed are personal

The new U.S. Fed Chairman is unlikely to opt for policies that might upset the President’s plan
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Aajeevika Grameen Express Yojana (AGEY)
Aajeevika Grameen Express Yojana (AGEY)

The Government of India has decided to launch a new sub-scheme named “Aajeevika

Grameen Express Yojana (AGEY)” as part of the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana –

National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM). The Self Help Groups under DAY-

NRLM will operate road transport service in backward areas. This will help to provide

safe, affordable and community monitored rural transport services to connect remote

villages with key services and amenities (such as access to markets, education and

health) for the overall economic development of backward rural areas. This will also

provide an additional avenue of livelihood for SHGs. The basic outline of AGEY was

discussed in a meeting of State Transport Ministers of 13 States held in June 2016 at

Dharamshala, Himachal Pradesh and all the Transport Ministers had expressed their

appreciation of this initiative.

The Community Investment Fund (CIF) provided to Community Based Organization

(CBOs) under DAY-NRLM will be utilized to support the SHG members in this new

livelihoods initiative. The beneficiary SHG member will be provided an interest free loan

by the CBO from its Community Investment Fund upto Rs.6.50 lakh for purchase of the

vehicle. Alternative, CBO will own the vehicle and lease it to an SHG member to operate

the vehicle and pay lease rental to the CBO

AGEY will be initially implemented in 250 Blocks in the country on pilot basis with each

Block provided upto 6 vehicles to operate the transport services. During the current year

implementation of the scheme has been so far approved for 52 Blocks in 8 States namely

Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Uttarakhand and

West Bengal with a total provision of Rs.16.06 Crore of which the Government of India

share would be Rs.10.16 Crore. The balance funding would be provided by the

respective States.

The Blocks will be selected by States from among the Blocks where NRLM is being

implemented intensively and where mature CBOs are already functioning.

Backwardness, lack of transportation links and sustainability of service would be the

guiding factors in the selection of Blocks and routes.

The State Rural Livelihood Missions (SRLMs) will do a feasibility study and traffic survey
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in the selected blocks to identity the routes and the number and capacity of vehicles

which can be operated on sustainable basis. The study will be conducted by technically

sound organizations with expertise in transport network planning. The choice of vehicle

could be either e-riksha, 3 wheeler or 4 wheeler within a cost ceiling of Rs.6.50 lakh.

The SRLMs will be co-ordinating with State Transport Department for issue of permit for

the vehicle. The SHG member operating the vehicle shall ensure that all necessary legal

and statutory requirement such as valid permit, road tax permit, valid insurance policy

etc. are met.

The SHG member shall run the vehicle on approved routes at pre-determined frequency

as jointly agreed between the CBO and the SHG operator based on financial viability and

the need for transport link.

All vehicles under the scheme shall have a defined colour code and carry AGEY branding

to ensure their identity and avoid diversion to other routes.

The State Rural Livelihood Mission will arrange capacity building for their staff at State,

District and Block levels for operating the Scheme. The members of the CBO and the

beneficiary SHG member shall also be provided adequate training in the Rural Self

Employment Training Institutes (RSETIs) and other partner organizations.

SNC
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Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi launches Scheme Implementation Guidelines of Pradhan Mantri
Matru Vandana Yojana
Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi launches Scheme Implementation Guidelines of Pradhan
Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana

Norms for pre-school education developed by the Government for the first time: WCD
Minister

The Minister of Women & Child Development, Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi released the

Guidelines of Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana in New Delhi today. The Prime

Minister, Shri Narendra Modi had announced the pan-India implementation of this

scheme w.e.f. 01st January, 2017. PMMVY is implemented by the Ministry of Women &

Child Development in collaboration with State Governments.

Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi also released an important training module for anganwadi

workers called Early Childhood Care and Education Training Module. The training

module is designed to provide the anganwadi workers a basic understanding of the

ECCE curriculum and pedagogical approaches to ensure optimal and holistic

development of young children so that they are ready to start formal schooling at the age

of six years. It also includes a component on psycho social development of children

below the age of three years, to help anganwadi workers counsel parents/caregivers on

early stimulation.

Another important module i.e. ICDS Training module and e-training module were also

released by WCD Minister today. This module aims to improve the service delivery

mechanism of ICDS Programme and to accelerate better programme outcomes.

Speaking on the occasion, Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi said that ECCE training module

is a landmark achievement since the government has for the first time ever prepared

norms for anganwadi workers to impart pre-school education. Since pre-school education

lays the foundation of a child for the future, it is very important to have norms under which

anganwadi workers are able to plan and conduct appropriate ECE activities for 3-6 year

old children. She urged the State Governments to complete the training of anganwadi

workers for ECCE within a year so that the new norms can be implemented at the earliest

possible. Smt Maneka Gandhi also asked the States to print advertisements about

Childline (1098), POCSO e-box and healthy eating habits at the back of exercise books

and text books of all school children.
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The Minister of State for Women & Child Development, Smt Krishna Raj said that the

pan-India expansion of PMMVY will benefit women across the country.

Secretary WCD, Shri Rakesh Srivastav assured that since the guidelines of PMMVY

have now been issued, funds under the scheme will be transferred to the States very

soon. He expressed gratitude to UNICEF and Ambedkar University for assisting in

developing the booklets.

Some of the other booklets which were issued today included Activity Books for Children

of 3-6 years, Child Assessment Card and Recommended List for Play and Learning

Material. The Common Application Software for PMMVY and software user manual for

PMMVY-CAS were also launched on the occasion. To maintain transparency and timely

disbursal of benefits, the PMMVY Scheme will be run through PMMVY-CAS Software.

Secretaries of State WCD Departments attended today's function through video

conferencing. Representatives of UNICEF and senior officers of the WCD Ministry wre

also present on the occasion.

NB/UD
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Bengaluru Declaration calls for SC/ST quota in judiciary

‘Dynamic blueprint’: Chief Minister Siddaramaiah at the Dr. B.R. Ambedkar International
Conference 2017 in Bengaluru on Sunday.   | Photo Credit: V. Sreenivasa Murthy

The Bengaluru Declaration adopted by the State government sponsored Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
International Conference 2017, on Sunday recommended a slew of affirmative action measures in
private sector, judiciary, educational institutions, government contracts and promotions for Dalits.

The declaration, coming in an election year, significantly concentrates not just on SC/STs, but has
also proposed several measures for the larger AHINDA (Kannada acronym for minorities,
backward classes and Dalits) community, the political constituency of Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah.

It called for reservation of seats in legislature for other backward classes and setting up of a
farmers’ income commission.

The eight-page declaration has 40 recommendations under six broad categories — safeguarding
the people, strengthening democratic institutions, deepening social justice, enhancing human
development, ensuring responsive governance, and promoting social security.

“This Peoples’ Declaration hopes to be a dynamic blueprint that addresses the needs and
aspirations of all Indians, and a starting point for an ‘alliance of equity’ of all progressive forces
committed to safeguarding the idea of India,” the preamble stated.”

The Bhopal Declaration that called for “liberalisation of capital for Dalits” was adopted in 2002
during the tenure of Congress leader Digvijaya Singh in Madhya Pradesh.

Significantly, the Bengaluru Declaration called for upholding Rule of Law through police reforms
and state action to prevent lynchings. It called for a law against gender and caste discrimination at
education institutions.

It further recommended for SC/ST reservation in appointment of judges, promotions, government
contracts up to 1 crore, in private higher educational institutions and private sector. It also
proposes establishment of an Equal Opportunities Commission, to oversee affirmative action.

Much focus is also given on ensuring land ownership for SC/STs, including a proposal to establish
SC/ST land bank, where government buys these lands at market prices and re-allots to the same
community, to ensure non-dilution of ownership. It further recommends allocation of 20% of the
land in private housing layouts for urban poor.

The declaration calls for a wider social security net. It recommended a “living wage” and
comprehensive social security scheme for all labourers working in the unorganised sector apart
from ensuring dignity in retirement through enhanced pensions of 1,500 per month.

Public Works Minister H.C. Mahadevappa, who read out the declaration, said: “Regressive social
and political forces have consistently resisted and tried to undermine both the constitutional idea of
India and the efforts of the State in the last 70 years.”

The conference on the theme “Quest for Equity” was attended by scholars from across the country
and abroad. Mr. Siddaramaiah and his Cabinet colleagues attended the valedictory function held
at GKVK auditorium here.
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Mature sandalwood trees in Bengaluru to have anti-theft sensors to alert guards

Local magistrate has remanded Siddalinga Swamy in judicial custody for 10 days
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Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi launches Sexual Harassment electronic-Box (SHe-Box) for
registering complaints related to sexual harassment at workplace
Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi launches Sexual Harassment electronic-Box (SHe-Box) for
registering complaints related to sexual harassment at workplace

WCD ministry to conduct an all India survey to assess the magnitude of problem related to
sexual harassment of women at workplace

The Minister of Women & Child Development, Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi launched an online
complaint management system titled Sexual Harassment electronic–Box (SHe-Box) for registering
complaints related to sexual harassment at workplace in New Delhi today. The complaint
management system has been developed to ensure the effective implementation of Sexual
Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act (the SH Act),
2013.

This portal is an initiative to provide a platform to women working or visiting any office of Central
Government (Central Ministries, Departments, Public Sector Undertakings, Autonomous Bodies
and Institutions etc.) to file complaints related to sexual harassment at workplace under the SH
Act. Those who had already filed a written complaint with the concerned Internal Complaint
Committee (ICC) constituted under the SH Act are also eligible to file their complaint through this
portal. The SHe-Box portal can be accessed at the link given below:

http://www.wcd-sh.nic.in/

 

Speaking at the launch, Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi said that though currently this facility has
been extended to employees of Central Government, the scope of the portal will soon be extended
to women employees of private sector also.

The WCD Minister said that there are some surveys, which give the extent of sexual harassment
of women at workplace. However, the WCD Ministry will carry out a national level survey to asses
and understand the magnitude of the problem.
This portal (SHe-Box) is an effort to provide speedier remedy to women facing sexual harassment
at workplace as envisaged under the SH Act. Once a complaint is submitted to the portal, it will be
directly sent to the ICC of the concerned Ministry/Department/PSU/Autonomous Body etc. having
jurisdiction to inquire into the complaint. Through this portal, WCD as well as complainant can
monitor the progress of inquiry conducted by the ICC.

Government of India is the largest employer in the country employing 30.87 lakh people to carry
out its various functions. As per the Census of Central Government employees, 2011, women
constitute 10.93% (3.37 lakhs) of the total regular Central Government employees.
The WCD Ministry has taken several measures to ensure implementation of Sexual Harassment
of Women at Workplace Act. The Ministry has published a Handbook on the SH Act with the
objective to provide information about the provisions of the Act in an easy to use practical manner.
Further, the Ministry in collaboration with Institute of Statistical Training and Management (ISTM),
New Delhi has prepared a training module to build the capacity of government officials above the
provisions of the SH Act and develop in them professional competence to implement the same.
Recently, on 5th May, 2017, the Ministry in collaboration with ISTM organised a day long workshop
for chairpersons of Internal Complaint Committee constituted in various Ministries/Departments of
Central Government.
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Besides, in order to create wide spread awareness about the Act across the country both in
organized and unorganized sector, MWCD has identified a pool of 29 resource institutions willing
to provide capacity building programs i.e. training, workshops etc on the SH Act. The list of these
institutions is available at the link given below:

Link:http://wcd.nic.in/act/recommended-panel-institutes-or-organizations-under-sexual-
harassment-women-workplace

Link to Training Module for Two Day Workshop on Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013: http://wcd.nic.in/act/training-
module-two-day-workshop-sexual-harassment-women-workplace-prevention-prohibition-
and
 

The SHe-Box will provide a platform to these empanelled institutes/organisations to share their
capacity building activities with the Ministry which in turn will be able to monitor the activities of
these institutes/organizations so empanelled from across the country. As of now, as per the
reports received, in the past 5 months, the empanelled institutes/organisations/companies have
organised 35 capacity building exercises which were attended by approximately 1700 people.

Ensuring the dignity and safety of women must be first priority for any digital society. Towards
realisation of the vision of the Digital India programme, the Ministry is promoting utilisation of
information and communication technology to achieve the goal of gender equality and women
empowerment. It is an effort to utilise the digital space to enable speedier response to the
complaints of women against sexual harassment at workplace.        

The Minister of State for Women and Child Development, Smt Krishna Raj; Secretary WCD, Shri
Rakesh Srivastava and senior officers of the Ministry as well as  its associated organizations were
present at today’s launch event.

*******

NB/UD
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Cabinet clears minimum wage code bill

New Delhi: The Union cabinet on Wednesday approved the wage code bill that seeks to
consolidate a clutch of wage-related labour laws and put in place a national minimum wage floor.

The cabinet nod in a way signals the formal start of the process of consolidating 44 labour laws
into four codes that the government has been talking about for the past three years. It also gives
momentum to the pending labour law reform process that is being touted as key to enhancing
industrial productivity and aiding manufacturing, leading to job creation.

“Cabinet approved the wage code bill today to give the labour reform process further momentum,”
said H. Samaraia, additional secretary in the labour and employment ministry.

The wage code bill seeks to merge the Minimum Wages Act, Payment of Wages Act, Payment of
Bonus Act and Equal Remuneration Act. The bill, once approved by Parliament, will also put in
place a national minimum wage.

States will not be able to pay less than the national floor and this may lead to inflation of wage
expenses of employers. At present, every state decides the minimum wage for different industries
and labour classifications.

In another decision, the cabinet allowed the finance ministry flexibility to redesign and introduce
variants of the sovereign gold bond (SGB) scheme, targeted at various categories of investors, in
an effort to make the scheme more attractive.

The decision will allow the finance ministry to fix different interest rates and offer varying levels of
risk protection to investors.

“Ministry of finance (the issuer) has been delegated this power to amend/add to the features of the
scheme with approval of the finance minister to reduce the time lag between finalizing the
attributes of a particular tranche and its notification. Such flexibility will be effective in addressing
the elements of competition with new products of investment, to deal with very dynamic and
sometimes volatile market, macroeconomic and other conditions such as gold price,” a cabinet
statement said.

The investment limit in a fiscal year has also been increased to 4kg for individuals and Hindu
Undivided Families (HUF) from 500g earlier.

The cabinet statement said to improve liquidity of SGBs, appropriate market-making initiatives will
be devised. “Market makers could be commercial banks or any other public sector entity such as
MMTC, as decided by government of India. The government may, if so felt necessary, allow higher
commission to agents,” it added.

The SGB scheme was notified by the government on 5 November 2015. The target was to shift
part of the estimated 300 tonnes of physical gold bars and coins purchased every year for
investment into “demat” gold bonds. The target mobilization under the scheme was Rs15,000
crore in 2015-16 and Rs10,000 crore in 2016-17. The amount credited to the government account
so far is Rs4,769 crore.

The cabinet also revised the cost of the Socioeconomic Caste Census (SECC) 2011 from
Rs3,543.29 crore to Rs4,893.60 crore.
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The SECC 2011 project was concluded on 31 March last year. It aims at helping the government
provide targeted intervention like subsidies to needy sections of society.

The path for applicability of the goods and services tax regime in Jammu and Kashmir was cleared
with the cabinet approving with retrospective effect an amendment to the Constitution (Application
to Jammu and Kashmir) Order, 1954, by way of the Constitution (Application to Jammu &
Kashmir) Amendment Order, 2017. The Constitution (Application to Jammu & Kashmir)
Amendment Order, 2017 was notified in Gazette of India on 6 July.

The cabinet was apprised of a joint declaration of intent between India’s department of science
and technology and the federal ministry of education and research (BMBF), Germany on an Indo-
German Centre for Sustainability (IGCS) which was concluded on 30 May 2017 in Germany. The
objective of the declaration is to promote cooperation between German and Indian scientists on
fundamental and applied scientific research.
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SC for panels to examine dowry cases

Committees of social workers, homemakers, retired persons and other upstanding citizens will
form the vanguard against frivolous complaints of dowry harassment in their localities.

They will sift the genuine cases from the trivial ones. No suspect shall be arrested in a dowry case
immediately after a complaint is registered.

Police and the courts will have to wait for the committee’s inquiry report. The Supreme Court on
Thursday ordered the setting up of ‘family welfare committees’ in all districts under the aegis of the
National Legal Services Authority (NALSA).

Much abuse

A Bench of Justices A.K. Goel and U.U. Lalit said Section 498A (dowry harassment) of the IPC
had come under much abuse. Dowry complaints were being filed in the heat of the moment over
trivial issues.

The three-member family welfare committees will be set up by the district legal services
authorities. Members can be appointed from para legal volunteers, social workers, retired persons,
“wives of working officers” and other citizens.

Every complaint received by the police and the Magistrate will be passed on to the local
committee, which will enquire into the genuineness of the complaint and file a report with the
police official or Magistrate concerned within a month. The committee can directly get in touch with
the parties involved, but the members will not be called as witnesses in case there is a trial.

Till the report of the committee is received, no arrest should normally be effected, the court said.

Trial judges should close Section 498A cases based on matrimonial disputes once parties reached
a settlement. In fact, bail should be given the same day, the court directed.
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States obliged to prevent lynchings: CJI

State governments are obliged to prevent mob lynchings, Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra
observed on Tuesday.

The Supreme Court classified lynchings as sheer ‘mob violence.’ But it said compensation for
victims should not be determined solely on the basis of their religion, caste, etc., but on the basis
of the extent of injury caused as “anyone can be a victim” of such a crime.

Chief Justice Misra said States cannot give even the “remotest chance” to let lynchings happen.
“People cannot be allowed to take law into their hands,” he observed orally.

A three-judge Bench led by Chief Justice Misra was hearing a contempt petition filed by activist
Tehseen Poonawalla that despite the Supreme Court order to States to prevent lynchings and
violence by cow vigilantes, the crimes continue with impunity.

“Despite your order to States to appoint nodal officers to prevent such incidents, there was a
lynching just 60 km from Delhi recently,” senior advocate Indira Jaising submitted.

“Each State shall be held responsible. Law and order is the State’s responsibility,” Chief Justice
Misra observed orally. Ms. Jaising said these lynchings go “beyond the description of law and
order...these crimes have a pattern and a motive. All these instances happen on highways. This
court had asked the States to patrol the highways.”

“Let us not confine ourselves to any pattern or motive...All these incidents are instances of mob
violence,” the Chief Justice responded.

He asked the Centre to frame a scheme under Article 256 to give directions to States to
prevent/control the instances and maintain law and order.

Additional Solicitor General P.S. Narasimha disagreed, saying such a scheme was unnecessary.

“The concern here is maintaining law and order. The question is whether the State governments
can implement your directions,” Mr. Narasimha said.

Ms. Jaising said the Union has issued advisories, but did not back them up with action.

Targeted violence

She said the lynchings were ‘targeted violence’ against particular religion, caste, and thus, in
violation of the constitutional guarantees under Article 15, which protects citizens from
discrimination on the basis of religion, caste, sex, and gender.

The compensation to be determined for victims of lynchings, she said, should be fixed with an eye
on the fact that they were targeted for their religion and caste.

But Chief Justice Misra objected to the suggestion, saying “anyone can be a victim” of such mob
violence, irrespective of their religion or caste or sex.

He said the criteria for determining compensation would not be their religion or caste but the
nature of injury — simple or grievous — or death. “Anyone is a victim and not just those under
Article 15. This has more potential than Article 15,” the Chief Justice said. But Ms. Jaising said she
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was referring to a “specific form of vigilantism”.

However, the Chief Justice intervened to say that the term ‘victim’ includes anyone living in a
constant state of fear.

“Victims should be protected,” the Chief Justice said, reserving the petition for orders.
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Flood of despair: Mumbai's flooding woes

 

Mumbai is an efficient city in some ways, but this reputation depends on fair weather. It turns into
a soggy mess with the arrival of a monsoon. This year the season has begun with the spectacular
collapse of a pedestrian bridge on a crucial railway line in Andheri, causing injuries and
overall urban paralysis. Not even a year has passed since the ghastly stampede on a foot
overbridge at Elphinstone Road station, that took over 20 lives. The recurrent disasters
involving infrastructure are proof of the indifference among policymakers to the city’s needs, even
as they speak of a ‘global standard’ of living. It is fair to ask whether Mumbai is prepared, after the
passage of a dozen years, to meet a disaster such as the July 2005 flooding caused by 99.4 cm of
rain in a 24-hour period. The city continues to attract a large number of people looking for
opportunity — the population rose from 11.9 million in 2001 to 18.4 million a decade later. But
urban managers, led by the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation, have not invested enough in
new infrastructure and have done a shoddy job of maintaining the old. If Maharashtra has to
achieve higher rates of economic growth and touch an ambitious 10%, as Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis desires, Mumbai’s infrastructure planning should be in the hands of an empowered
custodian who can secure the cooperation of all urban agencies.

A return to nature is needed to relieve Mumbai of its flooding woes. According to one estimate, the
city’s Mithi river, blocked by debris and garbage, has lost about 60% of its catchment to
development. The setting up of a Supreme Court monitoring committee has not helped much. It
will take resolute measures to stop the release of sewage and industrial chemicals into the Mithi,
and retrieve lost mangroves. A cleaner river connected to functional drainage can aid in the
speedy removal of flood waters, and improve the environment. Yet, there are other basic
challenges which are particularly worrisome to less affluent residents. In a 2015 study, the World
Bank found that half of the poor did not consider moving out of flood-prone areas, because of the
uncertainty of living in a new place with severe social disruptions and reduced access to education
and health facilities. What this underscores is the need to make the best use of all available space,
densify development where feasible, and improve conditions in situ. It is welcome that a joint
safety audit with the IIT will be conducted on public infrastructure, in the wake of the bridge
collapse. But such inspections must be regularly carried out and quick remedial steps taken.
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The U.S. policy of separating children from undocumented migrant parents is cruel
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Cabinet approves Umbrella Schemes for Relief and Rehabilitation of Migrants and Repatriates
Cabinet

Cabinet approves Umbrella Schemes for Relief and
Rehabilitation of Migrants and Repatriates

Posted On: 04 JUL 2018 2:32PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its approval for
continuance of the 8 existing schemes of the Ministry of Home Affairs upto March 2020 for relief
and rehabilitation of migrants and repatriates under the Umbrella scheme "Relief and
Rehabilitation of Migrants and Repatriates".

 

Financial Implication:

 

The financial implication for this purpose is Rs. 3183 crore for the period 2017-18 to 2019-20. The
year-wise phasing of the scheme will be- Rs. 911 crore in 2017-18, Rs.1372 crore in 2018-19 and
Rs. 900 crore in 2019-2020.

 

Benefits:

 

The schemes will provide relief and rehabilitation assistance to the refugees, displaced persons,
civilian victims of terrorist/communal/LWE violence and cross border firing and mine/IED blasts on
Indian Territory and riot victims of various incidents etc.

 

Details:

 

The 8 schemes approved for continuance are already in operation, and the benefits under each
will be extended to intended beneficiaries in accordance with the approved criterion.

 

The schemes are as under:

 

Central Assistance for one-time settlement of displaced families from Pak Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (PoJK) and Chhamb settled in the State of Jammu & Kashmir.

i.
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Rehabilitation   Package   and   up-gradation   of   infrastructure   of   thei.
Bangladeshi Enclaves and Cooch Behar District after transfer of enclaves between
India and Bangladesh under Land Boundary Agreement.

 

Relief assistance to Sri Lankan refugees staying in camps in Tamil Nadu and Odisha.i.
 

Grant-in-Aid to Central Tibetan Relief Committee (CTRC) for five years for administrative and
social welfare expenses of Tibetan settlements.

i.

 

Grant-in-Aid to Government of Tripura for maintenance of Brus lodged in relief camps of
Tripura.

i.

 

Rehabilitation of Bru/Reang families from Tripura to Mizoram.i.
 

Grant of enhanced relief of Rs. 5.00 lakh per deceased person, who diedi.
during 1984 Anti-Sikh Riots.

 

Cent ra l  Scheme for  Ass is tance to  C iv i l ian  V ic t ims/Fami ly  o f  V ic t ims o f
Terrorist/Communal/LWE Violence and Cross Border Firing and Mine/IED blasts on Indian
Territory'.

i.

 

Background:

 

To enable the migrants and repatriates, who have suffered on account of displacement, to earn a
reasonable income and to facilitate their inclusion in mainstream economic activities, the
Government, at different points of time, started 8 schemes. These schemes provide assistance for
- relief and rehabilitation of displaced families of PoJK and Chhamb; Relief assistance to Sri
Lankan refugees, Relief assistance to Brus lodged in relief camps in Tripura; Rehabilitation of
BRU/Reang families from Tripura to Mizoram; enhanced relief to 1984 Anti-Sikh Riot Victims;
Relief to Civilian victims/family of victims of terrorists/Communal/LWE violence and Cross Border
firing and Mine/IED blasts on Indian Territory and Repatriation of Indian Prisoners from abroad;
Grant-in-aid to Central Tibetan Relief Committee (CTRC). The Government is also providing
Grant-in-Aid to Government of West Bengal for infrastructure development in 51 erstwhile
Bangladeshi enclaves in India situated in Cooch Behar District for resettlement of 911 returnees
from erstwhile Indian enclaves in Bangladesh.

******
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Passing the buck: on governments' response to lynchings

The Central government has finally moved to react to the lynchings reported from across the
length and breadth of the country, but its line of action is bafflingly weak. Over the past couple of
months, mobs have materialised to beat to kill people they suspect — almost always without basis
— of plotting to kidnap children to harvest their organs. Warnings to beware of child kidnappers,
sometimes with the rider that they are likely to hail from other parts of India, are mostly circulated
on WhatsApp, the Facebook-owned encrypted messaging platform. Since a cluster of such killings
in Tamil Nadu in May, deaths have been reported from States as far apart as Assam, Karnataka
and Maharashtra. In one recent attack, five people were clobbered to death in Maharashtra’s
Dhule’s district on child-lifting rumours; the mob numbering hundreds overpowered the few
policemen present. And ironically, among three people lynched in Tripura on a single day, June
28, was a man hired by the State government to spread awareness against precisely such
rumours.

Now, the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology has told WhatsApp to take
“remedial measures… to prevent proliferation of these fake and at times motivated/sensational
messages”. WhatsApp is the communication platform of choice in the age of cheap smartphones.
One of the USPs of the platform is that the messages are encrypted in a manner that makes it
impossible for them to be read. Given this, it is not clear how such a platform can take measures
to limit the spread of motivated or sensational messages. Also, whether such checks would
amount to legitimising surveillance and a loss of privacy — a rare commodity in this digital age.
Even if it can do so without compromising privacy, the problem is not the medium. Rumour has
historically found its way around communication walls, and it can only be effectively blocked
through old-fashioned information campaigns and administrative alertness. Rumour’s potency
predates mobile phones, even if there is no denying that smartphones, with their ability to instantly
transmit text and images, have a tendency, in this era of fake news, to rapidly spread panic and
anger. This happens in different ways across the world, but in India the problem has assumed truly
distressing proportions. It is well-known that an unrelated video of an act of violence that went viral
was responsible for fuelling communal hatred in Muzaffarnagar in 2013. It is puzzling that district
administrations and gram panchayats have not been asked to reach out to locals to persuade
them against falling for rumours, and to come to the authorities if they have any fears. The
messaging needs to be amplified — merely appealing to WhatsApp is hardly the solution.

Sign up to receive our newsletter in your inbox every day!
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Rs. 809 crore French loan for 15 Smart Cities projects

Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri after launching the initiatives in Delhi on Monday.PTI  

Four months after Agence française de développement (AFD), the French development bank,
signed a €100 million loan agreement for Smart Cities Mission, the Centre has announced a new
challenge process to select 15 projects for the funding.

Four sectors

The loan, which amounts to Rs. 809 crore, will be given for projects in one of the four sectors:
sustainable mobility, public open spaces, urban governance and ICT and organisational innovation
in low-income settlements.

Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri said on Monday that cities would not
get automatic funding, but would rather be expected to compete for it. The challenge process
would be conducted by the National Institute for Urban Affairs. The duration of the programme will
be three years, till 2020-21.

AFD will extend grants ranging from Rs. 20 crore to Rs. 80 crore for each of the selected projects.
The grant is likely to cover 50-80% of the cost, with each city expected to raise at least 20% of the
money on its own. The repayment of the principal and the interest will be shared equally by the
Central and State governments, according to an official statement.

Several other Smart Cities initiatives were launched on Monday, including an internship and
fellowship programme, and a digital payment initiative that is being implemented in the form of a
100-day challenge.
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Why India doesn’t need an anti-lynching law

Last week, the Supreme Court said lynching is a crime no matter what the motive is, but reserved
its verdict on pleas seeking directions to formulate guidelines to curb such violence. According to a
report in Hindustan Times, 22 people have been lynched to death since May as rumours of
kidnapping of children spread on social media. The latest episode was reported from Dhule in
Maharashtra on July 1 when five men were lynched to death.

While it is difficult to say whether the number of lynching cases have gone up in India, the
broadcast of such crimes on social media must worry us because it will normalise such heinous
crimes. Mob lynchings also raise another disturbing question: are people losing faith in the
judicial/democratic system of governance? And because a mob dispenses what it thinks is justice
by itself, it often chooses its victim and the mode of justice. The targets are often the most
vulnerable of society.

The frequency of the cases has led to a demand for an anti-lynching law. But there are enough
provisions in the Indian Penal Code — for example, Sections 302 (murder), 304 (culpable
homicide not amounting to murder) and 307 (attempt to murder), 34 (Acts done by several
persons in furtherance of common intention) — to tackle such incidents. These need to be
implemented strongly and effectively. In September 2017, the Supreme Court had asked states to
take strong measures, including appointing nodal officers at district level, to curb such instances of
violence in the name of cow protection, but nothing much has happened to date.

States should be far more vigilant and proactive in flagging rumours using social media and other
platforms. Some states are doing it, others need to emulate these examples. For example,
Telangana police officer, Rema Rajeshwari (Superintendent of Police, Jogulamba Gadwal district),
has trained a team of 500 police officers to tackle the fake news menace. These officers go to
villages to spread awareness about social issues. Police personnel have also been added to local
WhatsApp groups in villages to spot rumours that could lead to violence.

Unsurprisingly, no rumour-related killing has taken place in Ms Rajeshwari’s jurisdiction. The West
Bengal police took to Twitter to dispel a rumour that Mamata Banerjee government had sanctioned
a five-day holiday on account of Eid, nixing attempts to incite communal tension. The more
proactive the administration is in this regard, the stronger a deterrent it will be.
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Yes, No, It’s Complicated: Is planting saplings a solution to the felling of trees?

New eco-friendly sapling bags introduced by the Social Forestry Department.   | Photo Credit:
Thulasi Kakkat

 

Not creating essential urban infrastructure will only lead to a deteriorating quality of life

City clusters are economic growth engines. In India, the world’s fastest growing economy, the
urban population (nearly 32%) contributes over 60% to the GDP and is projected to contribute
around 75% in the next few years. Globally too, megacities (a megacity contains more than 10
million inhabitants) have played a significant role in the economic growth of nations. More than
12% of global city dwellers lived in the 28 megacities in 2014, of which Tokyo, Delhi and Shanghai
were among the biggest. Delhi is projected to become the most populous city in the world by 2028,
according to the United Nations.

Invest in urban infrastructure

With the inevitability of migration to urban areas, the share of agriculture and allied services in
GDP has shrunk to around 15% even as the sector continues to engage around 70% of our
working age population. This has led to subsistence living and distress in rural India. Thus, rural
India cannot provide sustainable livelihood to the youth. On the contrary, the GDP contribution of
megacities and metropolitan regions is disproportionately high. With large-scale migration to the
cities, we must focus on making our cities economically viable and environmentally sustainable so
that they remain economic growth engines that provide employment. Investing in our urban
infrastructure will lead to enhanced economic activity and result in large-scale employment
generation and an improved quality of life. This is a much-desired socioeconomic outcome in a
young nation where the majority of urban migrants are youth who are either unemployed or
underemployed.

But is it possible to create large-scale urban infrastructure to support the burgeoning urban
population and provide high economic growth while ensuring environmental sustainability?

This question has always bothered urban planners and administrators. And more often than not,
environment has been the casualty. The high economic growth and prosperity of China came at a
huge environmental cost, which the country is trying to address now. In Indian cities, there is lack
of basic infrastructure and a deteriorating quality of life. This is reflected in the fact that nine of the
10 most polluted cities in the world are in Indi. Delhi is among them.

Least harm to the environment

It is not an easy task but we have to work hard to ensure that our urban infrastructure causes least
harm to the environment and has a net positive impact on our quality of life. Whether it is metros
or elevated corridors, a net environment impact assessment must be conducted to justify the
felling of trees and harm to water bodies. While the immediate direct environmental impact of
cutting trees is obvious, there is a need to inform the stakeholders about the long-term positive
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impact of these urban infrastructure projects to justify their necessity. Environmental pollution
caused by daily hour-long traffic jams on a 10-km stretch will do more harm to the environment
and to people’s health than felling 1,000 trees to build a metro line or an elevated corridor. This
data needs to be compiled and shared on public forums to educate people.

Care must be taken to avoid any harm to the environment. This can be done by going either
underground or elevated. Large-scale compensatory afforestation should be provided in the
immediate vicinity, to the extent possible. But not creating essential urban infrastructure will only
lead to a deteriorating quality of life. The line between development and environment is a fine one.
We must tread it carefully.

R.K. Misra is the founder and director of Centre for Smart Cities

Forest and tree conservation laws have fueled more ecological loss and destruction by
relying on offsets like compensatory afforestation.

Compensatory afforestation (CA) is not new in India. Several national- and State-level laws permit
change in use of forest land or cutting of trees as long as the damage can be offset. This is done
by bringing more land under forest area, or planting more trees than what would be lost, or both.
CA is seen as a compromise between ecological requirements and developmental aspirations.

In recent months, the idea of CA or plantations has sparked a huge debate. Can we continue to
lose the large number of trees being cut for the Goa airport, housing complexes in Delhi,
highways, and the bullet train, and expect the damage to be offset through plantations?

Shared habitats

There are three reasons why the policy of CA should be rejected. First, growing trees is not a
substitute for altering shared habitats. Urban green spaces, like forests, support a variety of life
including birds and animals. In cities they are important public spaces for shelter and recreation,
just as forests are culturally revered by tribal and village communities. These spaces perform
critical ecological functions including water recharge. For forest-dependent communities, loss of
these places means giving up livelihoods, homes and property. The value of such ecologies
cannot be substituted by plantations.

Second, discussions in the Supreme Court since the late 1990s and reports of the Comptroller and
Auditor General have identified four reasons why CA has not worked, the foremost being the
availability of land where plantations can be raised without encumbrances. Further diversion of
these CA lands for other uses is a challenge. Audits have also indicated delays in fund
disbursements by agencies seeking change in land use, and poor utilisation of funds by the forest
department that is tasked with ensuring plantations. They are not mere implementation hassles if
they have lasted so long.

Third, the afforestation overdrive by government departments is done in floodplains, grasslands
and other ecosystems that are often not suitable for tree cover. Administrations do not carry out
impact assessments of sites where CA is to take place. These areas are demarcated, and letters
permitting land use change enlist these areas as designated zones for plantations. This is a form
of dumping saplings in sites that are empty and where trees are not appropriate. For Delhi, one
popular place for compensatory plantations is the Yamuna river floodplains. Citizens are rightfully
questioning whether the floodplains should be where saplings should be dumped in lieu of fruit
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and flowering trees being cut to construct a World Trade Centre in the heart of the city.

Laws have not helped

Laws like the Forest (Conservation) Act of 1980 and the Delhi Preservation of Trees Act of 1994
were enacted with the objective of conserving and preserving trees, and preventing forest loss.
However, using the route of compensatory afforestation, these laws have legitimised the loss of an
average of 35,000 hectares of forests annually to development projects. Over 400 billion has been
collected as funds by systematically allowing for loss of forests and felling of old growth trees.

In effect, forest and tree conservation laws have fuelled more ecological loss and destruction by
relying on offsets like compensatory afforestation.

Kanchi Kohli  and Manju Menon are environmental researchers at Centre for Policy Research.

Urban redevelopment can be taken forward with ecological considerations

Tree felling for urban development inspires opposing positions. Those who want development
projects are convinced that trees are a necessary casualty for urban living, while conservationists
and activists opposed to tree felling are accused of being anti-development.

Extreme positions do not facilitate a search for solutions. India is hurtling towards urbanisation at
breakneck speed. Indian cities are estimated to add 300 million new urban residents by 2050. To
accommodate people at this scale, we have to build at scale. Sadly, the only land available in
most cities is wooded land — urban forests, parks, tree-lined streets. Cutting trees is an inevitable
sacrifice for development, according to the urban pragmatist.

Trees and saplings

Can people in cities live well in the absence of trees? Urban trees reduce air pollution, cool cities,
and increase ground water infiltration. Our research in Bengaluru shows that street trees reduce
PM10 levels by 75%, reduce atmospheric temperature by 3-5°C and road asphalt temperatures by
23-25°C.

Most urban development projects provide grandiose claims of replacing each mature tree felled
with 2-10 saplings. But a mature, decades-old tree has an incredible capacity for pollution control,
biodiversity support and cooling. Large trees can absorb and sequester as much carbon as 90
small trees. Trees in cities are 4-6 times more useful in removing carbon from the air compared to
rural trees, because urban air is overloaded with carbon emissions. Saplings will take decades to
provide the same scale of environmental services.

Planners seek to compensate for the loss of these trees by selecting fast-growing species. This is
to compare apples and oranges. Many popular fast-growing species used for urban afforestation,
such as Eucalyptus and Acacia auriculiformis, deplete groundwater and affect soil quality. They
cannot replace the environmental services provided by a giant native peepal, mango or tamarind.
Stretching the interpretations of a tree to ludicrous extremes, ornamental palms are also planted
as CA.
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The location of compensatory plantation poses another challenge. Once trees are felled for
development, there is often no space to replant trees in the same location. Saplings are planted in
distant locations outside the city, or in gated inaccessible locations such as defence land, and
corporate or educational institutional premises. Trees that were public resources are compensated
by saplings that are inaccessible to the citizenry.

Faulty planning

Does this mean we can never cut down a single tree? Of course not. The fault lies in the planning
process. Typically, designs for redevelopment, road widening, or metro construction are
developed by engineers with no background in ecology and with little interest in it. With
coordination between municipal engineering and forest departments, and genuine public
consultation, designs can be innovatively modified to save a number of trees. Widened roads can
accommodate large trees in the median, and can be curved to accommodate a heritage tree at the
corner or centre. Similarly, if metro planning was truly consultative, routes could be altered to
spare old tree-lined boulevards and historic parks. The redevelopment of south Delhi could have
been designed to save most of the existing trees, for example by building vertically. CA, when
needed, must be done locally, using the right species. These species should be watered and
protected to ensure long-term survival. Reducing the tree and sapling question to a yes and no
debate between development pragmatists and environmental romantics is meant to misrepresent.
We must not be fooled.

Harini Nagendra is a Professor of Sustainability at Azim Premji University
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Women empowerment is not only a national goal but also a global agenda: Vice President
Vice President's Secretariat

Women empowerment is not only a national goal but also a
global agenda: Vice President

We cannot achieve a double digit growth without women's
active participation;

Property and land rights are key to women empowerment;

Addresses International Conference on ‘Empowering
Women: Fostering Entrepreneurship, Innovation and
Sustainability’

Posted On: 16 JUL 2018 2:36PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has said that empowerment of women is
central to achieving the objective of inclusive, equitable and sustainable development and it is not
only a national goal but also a global agenda. He was addressing the gathering after inaugurating
the International Conference on ‘Empowering Women: Fostering Entrepreneurship, Innovation and
Sustainability’ organized by the NITI Aayog and Shri Ram College of Commerce, here today. The
Lt. Governor of Puducherry, Dr. Kiran Bedi, the Vice Chancellor of Delhi University, Prof. Yogesh
Tyagi and the CEO of NITI Ayog, Shri Amitabh Kant and other dignitaries were present on the
occasion.

 

The Vice President said that it is beyond doubt that given the right opportunities and proper
environment, women have excelled in different spheres of life. He also stressed on the need to
create suitable conditions to facilitate and encourage women to have full, active and unhindered
participation in social, economic, political and public life so that their potential is realized fully for
the benefit of the society.

 

The Vice President that women face discrimination and exploitation in varying degree and occupy
limited space in social, economic and political realms, despite the significant progress made
towards the gender equality and empowerment of women through national policies. Mass media
like cinema should play a critical role in empowering women and women should be given equal
property rights, he added.
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The Vice President said that lack of equal access to education & employment, inequalities in the
labour market, rising sexual violence and unequal division of unpaid care and domestic work
remain the key barriers to their advancement.

 

Saying that gender disparity hinders women’s empowerment and their integration in mainstream,
the Vice President argued for a major shift in our mindset which would lead to a positive attitude
towards women and their role in society.

 

The Vice President said that women's active participation in decision-making has a positive impact
on education, health, nutrition, employment and social protection. Women’s empowerment has a
multiplier effect not only on their own lives but also on the family and the society, he added.

 

Stressing on the need to educate the girl child, the Vice President said that rise in female
education levels have a positive impact such as reduction in infant and child mortality rates and
improvement in family health. If women had the same access as men to productive assets,
agricultural output would rise, reducing the number of undernourished people, he added.

 

Following is the text of Vice President’s address:

 

“I am pleased to be a part of this joint initiative by the NITI Aayog (National Institution for
Transforming India) and Shri Ram College of Commerce (SRCC) on the theme “Empowering
Women: Fostering Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Sustainability”.The shared efforts of these
two important institutions in creating a platform to discuss the challenges faced by women
entrepreneurs for securing the country’s economic development have been truly praiseworthy.

 

Friends,

 

Empowerment is a multi-faceted, multi-dimensional and multi-layered concept.

 

What is most significant in this process is the control over thoughts and perceptions that shape
individual beliefs, values and attitudes. This control, in turn, confers decision making power which
increases access to and control over resources.

 

Empowerment of all sections of the society is central to democracy as it contributes to make
democracy truly participative.
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Women's empowerment as a concept was defined as a redistribution of social and economic
powers and control of resources in favour of women.

 

Women should be given equal rights in property…

 

Women have historically been disadvantaged in accessing not only material resources like
property and credit, but also have been deprived of resources like market information and
business technologies. All of these factors have had a negative impact on the type of enterprises
that women are engaged in. This has not only lowered the status of women but also resulted in
keeping women outside the ambit of development.

 

Friends,

 

We have come a long way from that stage.  Today, empowerment of women is central to
achieving the objective of inclusive, equitable and sustainable development.  It is not only a
national goal but also a global agenda.  UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which
aim to end poverty, promote prosperity and people’s well-being while protecting environment have
gender equality as one of its key goals.

 

Women constitute nearly half of the world population and they are major stakeholders in
development process. It is, therefore, important that suitable conditions to facilitate and encourage
their full, active and unhindered participation in social, economic, political and public life are
created so that their potential is realized fully for the benefit of the society. It is beyond doubt that
given the right opportunities and proper environment, women have excelled in different spheres of
life.

 

While significant progress has been made towards the gender equality and empowerment of
women through national policies and legislations all over the world, girls and women especially in
developing countries continue to face challenges to realise their full potential due to various
factors.

 

They often face discrimination and exploitation in varying degree and occupy limited space in
social, economic and political realms.

 

Lack of equal access to education and employment, the existence of huge inequalities in labour
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market, rising sexual violence and exploitation, gender discrimination and unequal division of
unpaid care and domestic work, prevalence of harmful social practices such as early child and
forced marriage, low representation of women in representative institutions, etc. remain the key
barriers to their advancement.

 

The gender disparity in various spheres hinders women’s empowerment and their integration in
national mainstream and raises fundamental question of social justice. This requires a major shift
in our mindset which would lead to a positive attitude towards women and their role in society.

 

Friends,

 

Women’s empowerment has a multiplier effect not only on their own lives but also on the family
and the society.

 

There was an interesting report on the Role of Women in Development by the UN World Survey in
2014. According to the report, women's active participation in decision-making has a positive
impact on education, health, nutrition, employment and social protection.

 

For example, as female education levels rise, infant and child mortality rates fall and family health
improves. Women's increased earning capacity has a positive effect on children's nutrition, health
and educational prospects.

 

It is a common knowledge that when more women work, economies grow. If women had the same
access as men to productive assets, agricultural output would rise, reducing the number of
undernourished people.

 

In India women have multiple responsibilities, as home providers and producers, therefore, they
tend to engage in activities that are home-based. This had, in turn, restricted their mobility and
limited their scope for better economic opportunities.

 

According to Sixth Economic Census released by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation, women constitute around 14 per cent of the total entrepreneurship i.e. 8.05 million
out of the total 58.5 million entrepreneurs. Out of this, 2.76 million women constituting 13.3 per
cent of women entrepreneurs work in agriculture sector whereas 5.29 million women constituting
more than 65 per cent work in non-agriculture sector.  The average employment in women-owned
enterprises is meager 1.67.
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A recent World Bank report has revealed that women employers tend to hire mostly women.  This
may be partly because of the kind of businesses set up by women entrepreneurs, such as small
tailoring unit, beauty and wellness saloon, etc.  Many of such women-owned firms offer only
meagreemployment at nominal rate of 1-2 person per unit, giving credence to the finding that large
number of women entrepreneurs are micro-household enterprises supplementing their family
income.

 

Given the fact that women have been doing exceedingly well in higher professional education, we
need to ensure their commensurate participation in formal economy. NITI Aayog and the country’s
premier educational institutions, I know, are engaged in chalking out a roadmap in developing
women entrepreneurs.  I wish them all success.

 

Friends,

 

As far as developing a strong base for women entrepreneurship in India is concerned, we have a
long way to go. 

 

The current scenario is hardly impressive.  Today, India ranks 52 out of 57 nations on the Women
Entrepreneurship Index. We need a multi-pronged strategy to improve our position.

It makes all of us very proud to know that the NITI Aayog has made an assessment that in India,
women entrepreneurs are emerging fast. 

 

They have developed the Women Entrepreneurship Platform (WEP) to create awareness, to bring
visibility to existing Government schemes pertaining women entrepreneurs, to identify partners
and to leverage all the efforts being made in this direction. 

 

This comprehensive platform, I am sure, would help the aspiring women entrepreneurs to pursue
their business ideas with ease and confidence.

 

Requisite policy framework is also being developed by the Government with the help of NITI
Aayog to maximize the potential of women entrepreneurs in building independent career option for
them.

 

Friends,
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The CEO, NITI Aayog, Shri Amitabh Kant and others have spoken in detail the efforts being made
to promote women entrepreneurship in the country.  Truly, the Government, under the leadership
of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has taken up this in a mission mode and a number of
women-friendly schemes have been launched.

 

In 2016 under the Standup India Scheme, the Government has sanctioned around 21735 loan
claims worth nearly Rs.4748 crore.  Out of the total number of loan sanctioned under the Scheme,
80 per cent was for women entrepreneurs.  Under the Scheme, the Scheduled Commercial Banks
are mandated to provide two bank loans for the setting up of Greenfield enterprises, out of which
one is reserved for women entrepreneurs.

 

The Government has also taken numerous steps towards determining appropriate measures for
strengthening women's participation in making India an entrepreneurial economy.

 

The Micro Units Development and Refinance Agency (MUDRA) launched by Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi in 2015, has been providing micro finances to entrepreneurs in a significant way.

 

The biggest beneficiaries of this Scheme are women. Almost 8 out of 10 accounts opened for
availing loans of less than Rs. 50,000 are for women.

 

However, this number has substantially declined to 9 per cent when it comes to accessing higher
loan amounts between Rs.5 to 10 lakh.  This is an issue which needs to be addressed.

 

I am sure, the WEP of NITI Aayog will come to the aid of the future women entrepreneurs and
professionals in accessing more credit for their business ventures.

 

The micro-finance programme of the Government has not only given women access to savings
and credit but also brought them together regularly in organized groups.

 

It would be worth mentioning that in three years between 2011-14, only 5 lakh Self-Help Groups
(SHGs) were formed covering 52 lakh families.  The number has gone up as many as four times
with additional 20 lakh SHGs formed covering 2.25 crore families since 2014.  At present, there
are 45 lakh SHGs with active participation of around 5 crore women in rural areas.

 



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

No doubt, this is an incredible achievement.  But if we wish to leverage the full potential of the
SHGs, we need to expand their presence across the States, facilitate hassle-free credit and make
them active partners in the country’s economic growth and social cohesion.

 

Friends,

 

A new India is emerging.  In building this new India, all sections of our society have to play their
roles.

 

Women who constitute nearly 50 per cent of our population have a greater role to play in the task
of nation building. 

 

We cannot achieve a double digit growth without their active participation.  We are cognizant of
the potential of the women power.  To realise their potential, the Government as well as the civil
society must come forward. 

 

Today’s women cannot be held hostage to the traditional barriers of patriarchal mindset,
regressive customs and debilitating social stereotypes.

 

They wish to break free and we must facilitate them.  Only thentheir boundless energy and innate
potential would be unleashed to the task of national reconstruction.  I am sure, this conference will
be an important initiative in this direction.

 

I urge NITI Aayog to continue its efforts in tapping the potential of women entrepreneurs right from
the college level across the country.

 

With these words, I wish all participants and delegates a very productive and constructive
dialogue.

 

Thank you.  Jai Hind!”

***

AKT/BK/RK



crackIAS.com

crackIAS.com

 

(Release ID: 1538730) Visitor Counter : 520

Read this release in: Hindi , Marathi , Tamil

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

www.pib.nic.in 2018-07-24

Proposed Total budget outlay of the ‘SevaBhojYojna’ scheme for the financial year 2018-19 and
2019-20 is Rs. 150.00 crores and Rs. 175.00 crores, respectively: Dr. Mahesh Sharma
Ministry of Culture

Proposed Total budget outlay of the ‘SevaBhojYojna’
scheme for the financial year 2018-19 and 2019-20 is Rs.
150.00 crores and Rs. 175.00 crores, respectively: Dr.
Mahesh Sharma

Posted On: 23 JUL 2018 5:13PM by PIB Delhi

The ‘SevaBhojYojna’ is a Central Sector Scheme under which Central Goods and Services Tax
(CGST) and Central Government’s share of Integrated Goods and Services Tax (IGST) paid by
Charitable Religious Institutions like Temples, Gurudwara, Dharmik Ashram, Mosques, Dargah,
Church, Matth, Monastries etc. on purchase of specific raw food items shall be reimbursed to them
as financial assistance by the Government of India.

The specific raw food items covered under the Scheme are (i) Ghee (ii) Edible Oil (iii)
Sugar/Burra/Jaggery(iv) Rice (v) Atta/Maida/Rava/Flour and (vi) Pulses.

These Charitable Religious Institutions should have been distributing free food in the form of
‘prasad’, ‘langar’/bhandara (community kitchen) to at least 5000 persons in a calendar month for at
least past 3 years.

The proposed total budget outlay of the scheme for the financial year 2018-19 and 2019-20 is Rs.
150.00 crores and Rs. 175.00 crores respectively.

As per the scheme guidelines, the Charitable Religious Institutions applying for financial
assistance under the scheme are required to produce alongwith other relevant documents, a
certificate from District Magistrate indicating that the institution is involved in charitable religious
activities and is distributing free food to public/devotees etc. since last 3 years on daily/monthly
basis. In addition to this, they are also required to produce Chartered Accountant’s Certificate
certifying (i) the quantity, price and CGST, SGST/UGST and IGST paid on purchase of specified
items during the claim period (ii) that the religious institution is involved in religious activities and
specific items have been used only for distributing free food to public/devotees etc. during the
claim period and (iii) the religious institution is using the specified raw food items only for
distributing free food to public/devotees etc. during the claim period.

The scheme guidelines also provided for inspection and monitoring by the Ministry Officials,
D is t r i c t  Co l l ec to r /Depu ty  Commiss ione r  and  S ta te  (GST)  Au tho r i t i es .  The
Institutions/Organisations are required to maintain separate account for assistance received under
the scheme and this account can be inspected/audited by the officers of the Ministry or any other
agency designated by the Ministry. Further, in case of mis-use of funds, the scheme guidelines
provide for penalties such as black listing the organisations, recovering the assistance provided by
Ministry of Culture with penal interest apart from taking criminal action as per law.

The above details was given by Dr. Mahesh Sharma, Minister of State (Independent charge) for
culture in reply to an Unstarred Question in the Lok Sabha, today.
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India needs smart urbanisation

Over 34% of India’s current population lives in urban areas, rising by 3% since 2011.   | Photo
Credit: Getty Images

Residents of Bhavanpur, a village about 15 km outside Ahmedabad, have been protesting against
their inclusion in the city’s urban area by the local urban development authority. Similar protests
have been observed in villages elsewhere in Gujarat. It’s a strange trend, the fruits of urban
development seemingly rejected. Meanwhile, pollution in India’s urban areas seems to have
sparked off a reverse migration. Farmers from Haryana who had migrated to Delhi and Gurugram
for work to escape an agricultural crisis are increasingly going back to their farms during winter,
unable to take the toxic pollution. And it’s not just big cities. India’s urbanisation template is clearly
ripe for change.

Over 34% of India’s current population lives in urban areas, rising by 3% since 2011. More
importantly, while existing large urban agglomerations (those with a population above 50 lakh)
have remained mostly constant in number since 2005, smaller clusters have risen significantly
(from 34 to 50 clusters with 10-50 lakh population). By some estimates, India’s urban population
could increase to 814 million by 2050. And yet, cities look and feel downtrodden, riven with poverty
and poor infrastructure, with little semblance of urban planning. With an increase in urban
population will come rising demands for basic services such as clean water, public transportation,
sewage treatment and housing.

Meanwhile, on the ‘Smart City’ front, while over 90 ‘Smart Cities’ have identified 2,864 projects,
India lags on implementation, with about 148 projects completed and over 70% still at various
stages of preparation. Finally, there is still an outstanding shortage of over 10 million affordable
houses (despite the government taking encouraging steps to incentivise their construction). The
annually recurring instances of floods in Mumbai, dengue in Delhi and lakes on fire in Bengaluru
paint a grim picture. While work continues, admittedly slowly, on the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial
Corridor project and the bullet train, urban India’s challenges remain manifold.

One primary problem is that of the definition of what’s urban. Urban development comes under
State governments, with the Governor notifying an area as urban based on parameters such as
population, density, revenue generated for the local administration and percentage employed in
non-agricultural activities. This notification leads to the creation of an urban local government or
municipality, classifying the area as a “statutory town”. With such a vague definition, discretionary
decisions yield a wide variance in what is considered a town. The Central government considers a
settlement as urban if it has a urban local government, a minimum population of 5,000; over 75%
of its (male) population working in non-agricultural activities; and a population density of at least
400 per sq. km. However, many States consider such “census towns” as rural, and establish
governance through a rural local government or panchayat. Consider the case of Dabgram, in
West Bengal’s Jalpaiguri district, which is classified only as a “census town”, while having a
population more than 120,000 and located just 3 km from Siliguri.

Another issue is the low level of urban infrastructure investment and capacity building. India
spends about $17 per capita annually on urban infrastructure projects, against a global benchmark
of $100 and China’s $116. Governments have come and gone, announcing a variety of schemes,
the Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission included, but implementation has been
mostly inadequate, with exploration of financing options limited as well. For example, Jaipur and
Bengaluru collect only 5-20% of their potential property tax — how can urban local bodies be
sustainable without enforcing this? Meanwhile, urban institutions also suffer from a shortage of
skilled people.
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Finally, there needs to be a systemic policy to deal with urban migration. Internal migration in India
is very closely linked to urban transitions, with such migration helping reduce poverty or prevent
households from slipping into it. Urban migration is not viewed positively in India, with policies
often bluntly seeking to reduce rural to urban migration. Preventing such migration can be
counterproductive — it would be better to have policies and programmes in place to facilitate the
integration of migrants into the local urban fabric, and building city plans with a regular migration
forecast assumed. Lowering the cost of migration, along with eliminating discrimination against
migrants, while protecting their rights will help raise development across the board. Consider
Delhi. While historically, urban policy sought to limit urban migration, this is now changing with a
focus on revitalising cities nearby such as Meerut, building transport links and connectivity.

Our urban policymakers also need to be cognisant of the historical context of our urban
development. Our cities have been witness to multiple transitions over the last century, with barely
any time to recover and adapt — the British creation of three metropolitan port cities, combined
with the rollout of the railway network, transformed India’s urban landscape, relegating erstwhile
prominent Mughal-era towns such as Surat and Patna into provincial backwaters. The creation of
hill stations in northern India and the advent of the plantation economy, along with industrial
townships (such as Jamshedpur) transformed trading networks. Finally, the creation of
cantonments and civil lines areas, along with railway stations, in our major cities led to the
haphazard growth of urban areas away from bazaars and towards railway terminals. Transforming
them into neatly organised urban spaces will not be easy.

Perhaps we need a different model of urbanisation. The announcement of a new urbanisation
policy that seeks to rebuild Indian cities around clusters of human capital, instead of considering
them simply as an agglomeration of land use, is a welcome transition. We need to empower our
cities, with a focus on land policy reforms, granting urban local bodies the freedom to raise
financing and enforce local land usage norms. For an India to shine, the transformation of its cities
is necessary.

Feroze Varun Gandhi is a Member of Parliament, representing the Sultanpur constituency for the
BJP
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26 religious cities/sites in 19 States have been identified for development under PRASHAD
Scheme: Shri K. J. Alphons
Ministry of Tourism

26 religious cities/sites in 19 States have been identified for
development under PRASHAD Scheme: Shri K. J. Alphons

Posted On: 30 JUL 2018 4:45PM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Tourism provides Central Financial Assistance to State Governments/Union
Territory (UT) Administrations under the schemes of Swadesh Darshan, National Mission on
Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage Augmentation Drive (PRASHAD) and Assistance
to Central Agencies for the development of tourism related infrastructure in the country.

Under the PRASHAD Scheme, 26 religious cities/sites in 19 States have been identified for
development which inter-alia include Amaravati and Srisailam (Andhra Pradesh), Kamakhya
(Assam), Patna and Gaya (Bihar), Dwarka and Somnath (Gujarat), Gurudwara Nada Saheb
(Haryana), Hazratbal and Katra (Jammu & Kashmir), Deogarh (Jharkhand), Chamundeshwari
Devi (Karnataka), Guruvayoor (Kerala), Una (Himachal Pradesh), Omkareshwar (Madhya
Pradesh), Trimbakeshwar (Maharashtra), Puri (Odisha), Amritsar (Punjab), Ajmer (Rajasthan),
Kanchipuram and Vellankani (Tamil Nadu), Varanasi and Mathura (Uttar Pradesh), Badrinath and
Kedarnath (Uttarakhand) and Belur (West Bengal).

The Scheme of Assistance to Central Agencies for Tourism Infrastructure Development aims at
developing tourism related infrastructure through central financial assistance to the Central
Agencies who own the assets.

This information was given by the Minister of State (I/C) for Tourism Shri. K. J. Alphons, in a
written reply in Lok Sabha today.
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